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"This made the compensation all the greater when I turned
to the Greeks and read Demosthenes. I was filled with amaze-
ment and admiration for this giant among men when I found
in what untoward circumstances he had developed and how
he had worked his way up and become the most powerful
and famous of orators, for even to this day it is on him. that our
orators model themselves. He was able to overcome all
the obstacles in his path, those connected with Ms own speech
as well as those placed in his way by his opponents. And then
what speeches his are ! Clear, simple, direct; never boasting
of his own actions or services, always keeping strictly to the
matter in hand, and above all avoiding any allusion to himself.
The greatest proof of Ms eloquence lies in the fact that after
one of his speeches the Athenian army marched straight into
battle and to death. In his speeches he never turns fine
phrases and periods but speaks straight from his heart and
hurls many a blunt home truth at the Athenians. It was on
account of all this I liked him so much, and the more I steeped
myself in his works the more I grew to despise the comparative
limitations of Cicero.

" I gradually lost my admiration for Horace too. The more
1 read his Odes the better I came to know the poet's character.
If Horace were transplanted to the present day every
respectable person would be ashamed of going about with him
and would certainly never think of asking him to dinner.*
Our history lesson happened to deal with the Middle Ages,
my favourite period. 1 would read over at home in Kohlrausch
and Menzel what we had studied in class, and I formed a history
society with a few friends for the study of all ancient history
including the Middle Ages; in this society we read papers
which were criticized by the audience and afterwards filed.
Besides Demosthenes, we read in class the "Electra" of
Sophocles. What a master mind breathes through this play,
what deep moral sense is revealed in the choruses and speeches,
and what a depth of feeling in the character of Electra!

" In connection with this play I learnt a great many new things
concerning the Greek drama, not only about the construction

* I cannot read this passage now without quiet amusemeat.